Traffic in Tower Bridge Road, Tooley St, Jamaica Road Area

Background for junction review T Br Rd/Q E St, T Br Rd/Druid St etc

Written by Bruce Lynn, Southwark Cyclists (25 Oct 2012)

Key points:

· There is major cycle traffic through this area, mostly straight through, but lots on and off Tower Bridge to/from the east.

· Need to get straight through routes, especially Jamaica Rd/Tooley St transition, safer.

· Need to decide how we want to route cycle traffic coming from east and turning right on to Tower Bridge.  Do we want QE St and Tooley St options?  How will CS4 affect things?

· With development in the area, cycle traffic will grow rapidly.

1. Growth in cycle traffic
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Over last 11 years cycling has increased by 800%.  Over the same period, all motorised traffic, including motor cycles, has decreased by 45%.  Dockhead is a “pinch point” on the route in and out of the Tooley St/Tower Bridge Rd network, so gives a good reflection of the growth in cycling through this area.  Increases in T Br Rd itself are less striking, only a “mere” 300%!  This growth has not been matched by investment in cycle-friendly infrastructure.

2. Current traffic

i) Dept for Transport Average Flow data

Most traffic, both cycling and motorised appears to go straight through, either N-S on Tower Br Rd or EW along Tooley St/Druid St/Queen Eliz St.  This section of Toley St is one-way East with a bus/cycle contraflow West.  Druid St is one-way West.  A substantial amount of traffic goes from Tooley St on to Tower Bridge and vice versa.  Some also takes the Queen Elizabeth St route (NR 4).  Possibly a few go via Druid St.

The main problems here are (1) getting cyclists west bound safely across the traffic into the Tooley St contraflow, (2) making sure straight on traffic at several junctions is not hit by turning motorised vehicles.
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ii) Current peak time numbers at Jamaica Rd/Tooley St transition (Dockhead)

This point on the system is a key pinch point so gives us a good idea of the traffic through the network.  For around an hour in the evening cyclists outnumber ALL motorised traffic!  In the morning, the numbers are about equal.  It was amazing to watch over 10 cyclists a minute negotiating this complex junction, mostly crossing the traffic to get into the contraflow along Tooley St.  Not sure what was more impressive, the cyclists all round vision or the rather sensible, aware behaviour of the motorists.  But there has to be a better way to organise this junction!
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3. Future development in the area

i) One Tower Bridge

This is a prestige development on the NW corner of Q E St and T Br Approach.  Comprises about 400 flats with plenty of cycle parking, a large “cultural space” for an art gallery or concert hall, substantial retail and a boutique hotel.  This means section 106 money is available to do things!  Some already earmarked for better ped Xing of T Br Rd at Q E St.

ii) Bermondsey Spa

The latest phase of this major residential development is along Jamaica Rd, about 400 m from Dockhead.  Comprises 400 flats.
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Sheet1

		traffic around TBRd Tooley St QESt

		Data from		ADDF Data by Direction major roads (DfT)

		AADFYear		CP		Region		LocalAuthority		Road		RoadCategory		Direction		Easting		Northing		StartJunction		EndJunction		LinkLength_km		LinkLength_mile		PedalCycles		2-wheeledMotorVehicles		Cars&Taxis		Buses&Coaches		LightGoodsVehicles		2AxleRigidHGV		3AxleRigidHGV		4or5AxleRigidHGV		3or4AxleArticHGV		5AxleArticHGV		6orMoreAxleArticHGV		AllHGVs		AllMotorvehicles		RatioCycliists:motorised		Modal share cyclists (Cycl/(motr+cycle))		All traffic, motor+cycle		All traffic, all dirns		All traffic, Average 2010+2011		Av flow 2010-11, cycles		Modal share, all dirn.2010-11

		2011		16613		London		Southwark Borough Council		A100		PU		N		533600		180100		A200		LA Boundary		0.4		0.2485484769		2484		1042		13203		763		3462		679		10		0		3		3		0		695		19165		13.0%		11.5%		21649		42669		42978		4882		11.4%

		2011		16613		London		Southwark Borough Council		A100		PU		S		533600		180100		A200		LA Boundary		0.4		0.2485484769		2356		1072		13127		502		3300		639		15		6		2		1		0		663		18664		12.6%		11.2%		21020

		2010		16613		London		Southwark		A100		PU		N		533600		180100		A200		LA Boundary		0.4		0.2		2,527		1,060		13,390		753		3,522		691		9		0		4		3		0		707		19,432		13.0%		11.5%		21959		43287

		2010		16613		London		Southwark		A100		PU		S		533600		180100		A200		LA Boundary		0.4		0.2		2,397		1,091		13,313		496		3,357		651		14		5		3		1		0		674		18,931		12.7%		11.2%		21328

		2011		27960		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		E		533900		179640		A200 Tooley St		B202		0.4		0.2485484769		1421		666		4253		394		1143		305		23		14		6		1		1		350		6806		20.9%		17.3%		8227		17398		17523		3118		17.8%

		2011		27960		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		W		533900		179640		A200 Tooley St		B202		0.4		0.2485484769		1670		716		4916		402		1122		311		13		10		7		3		1		345		7501		22.3%		18.2%		9171

		2010		27960		London		Southwark		A200		PU		E		533900		179640		A200 Tooley St		B202		0.4		0.2		1,446		678		4,313		389		1,163		311		22		13		8		1		1		356		6,899		21.0%		17.3%		8345		17647

		2010		27960		London		Southwark		A200		PU		W		533900		179640		A200 Tooley St		B202		0.4		0.2		1,699		728		4,986		397		1,141		317		12		9		9		3		1		351		7,603		22.3%		18.3%		9302

		2011		7598		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		E		533430		179996		A100		Druid St		0.2		0.1242742384		641		620		4753		912		2028		423		62		7		12		3		17		524		8837		7.3%		6.8%		9478		11728		11800		2286		19.4%

		2011		7598		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		W		533430		179996		A100		Druid St		0.2		0.1242742384		1625		45		85		454		29		11		1		0		0		0		0		12		625		260.0%		72.2%		2250

		2010		7598		London		Southwark		A200		PU		W		533430		179996		A100		Druid St		0.2		0.1		1,653		46		86		448		30		11		1		0		0		0		0		12		622		265.8%		72.7%		2275		11871

		2010		7598		London		Southwark		A200		PU		E		533430		179996		A100		Druid St		0.2		0.1		652		631		4,820		900		2,063		431		59		6		15		3		16		530		8,944		7.3%		6.8%		9596

		2011		8480		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		E		533298		180068		Druid St		A2205		0.3		0.1864113577		1330		872		4351		870		1728		348		52		82		12		12		21		527		8348		15.9%		13.7%		9678		11202		11273		2488		22.1%

		2011		8480		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		W		533298		180068		Druid St		A2205		0.3		0.1864113577		1136		50		117		112		82		19		1		1		5		0		1		27		388		292.8%		74.5%		1524

		2010		8480		London		Southwark		A200		PU		W		533298		180068		Druid St		A2205		0.3		0.2		1,156		51		119		111		83		19		1		1		6		0		1		28		392		294.9%		74.7%		1548		11343

		2010		8480		London		Southwark		A200		PU		E		533298		180068		Druid St		A2205		0.3		0.2		1,353		887		4,413		859		1,758		354		49		74		16		12		20		525		8,442		16.0%		13.8%		9795

		2011		28510		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		E		533653		179808		A200 Jamaica St		A100		0.3		0.1864113577		1880		608		4101		354		1360		373		49		20		0		22		9		473		6896		27.3%		21.4%		8776		10753		10753		3744		34.8%

		2011		28510		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		W		533653		179808		A200 Jamaica St		A100		0.3		0.1864113577		1864		0		0		113		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		113		1649.6%		94.3%		1977

		2010		28510		London		Southwark		A200		PU		E		533653		179808		A200 Jamaica St		A100		0.3		0.2		1,443		977		5,770		596		1,561		393		30		15		8		2		23		471		9,375		15.4%		13.3%		10818

		2011		38440		London		Southwark Borough Council		A200		PU		W		533600		179700		A100 Tower Bridge rd		A200 Tooley St		0.3		0.1864113577		375		896		5561		257		1647		348		15		20		5		9		15		412		8773		4.3%		4.1%		9148		9148		9213		378		4.1%

		2010		38440		London		Southwark		A200		PU		W		533600		179700		A100 Tower Bridge rd		A200 Tooley St		0.3		0.2		381		912		5,640		254		1,675		354		14		18		6		9		14		415		8,896		4.3%		4.1%		9277		9277

		2011		26641		London		Southwark Borough Council		A100		PU		N		533400		179400		A2198		Druid St		0.4		0.2485484769		984		607		7460		423		2149		405		8		6		16		4		4		443		11082		8.9%		8.2%		12066		26664		26860		2049		7.6%

		2011		26641		London		Southwark Borough Council		A100		PU		S		533400		179400		A2198		Druid St		0.4		0.2485484769		1047		797		9307		437		2499		440		23		3		25		13		7		511		13551		7.7%		7.2%		14598

		2010		26641		London		Southwark		A100		PU		N		533400		179400		A2198		Druid St		0.4		0.2		1,001		617		7,566		418		2,186		412		8		5		21		4		4		454		11,241		8.9%		8.2%		12242		27055

		2010		26641		London		Southwark		A100		PU		S		533400		179400		A2198		Druid St		0.4		0.2		1,065		811		9,439		431		2,542		448		22		3		32		13		7		525		13,748		7.7%		7.2%		14813
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